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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


PRELIMINARY COMMUNICATION 


Sir: 


This correspondence addresses issues raised in an outstanding Ofifice action for 
copending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/871,755 ("Parent Application"). The 
issues raised in the outstanding Office action are believed to be relevant to the 
allowability of the claims in the present application, which is a continuation-in-part 
application ("CIP") of the Parent Application. Applicants wish to expedite prosecution of 
the present application by addressing these issues prior to substantive examination of the 
claims. Please charge all costs arising from this communication to deposit account 
number 50-0959, referencing our docket mmiber 089498.0354. 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 2 of this paper. 


